GEORGE THE THIRD
Leicester House in Leicester Square. There met * the Patriots'
—Walpole's bitterest political opponents, prominent among
whom were Cartaret, Chesterfield, Cobham and Wyndham—
to direct their relentless attacks upon the King's Ministers. Nor
were their efforts unrewarded: by truculently rattling sabres
and making a martyr of the ear-less Captain Jenkins, they
managed to undermine Walpole's immense political influence
in the constituencies; and in 1742 the great Whig Prime Minister,
hoping to prolong his political life by detaching ' Fritz' from
his 'patriotic' friends, persuaded the King to attempt a re-
conciliation with his son. Dr Seeker was chosen for the delicate
task of mediator, but Leicester House saw through Walpole's
ruse, and * Fritz * informed the Bishop that he would readily
accept the King's terms—his allowance to be increased and
some of his more pressing debts to be paid in return for an
expression of contrition of past conduct and a promise of better
behaviour in the future—when they emanated from the King
and not from his Prime Minister. In effect Seeker returned with
an ultimatum: * Fritz' would not entertain the idea of recon-
ciliation as long as Walpole remained at the head of the King's
government.
Walpole fell: the reconciliation did not take place. It is
true that father and son met once to sink their differences; but
the King's refusal to increase * Fritz's' allowance only resulted
in an immediate revival of the quarrel. When Bonnie Prince
Charlie and his fierce Highlanders were inarching into the heart
of England fi Fritz' offered his services to the King and govern-
ment; but the offer was contemptuously rejected. The King
probably recognized that it was made merely to create a power-
ful contrast with his own behaviour; for, on learning of the
Pretender's southward march, George II made feverish prepara-
tions to get back to Hanover in the event of a Jacobite
victory!
On March 20th, 1751, ' Fritz' died suddenly at a quarter to
ten at night. ' Half an hour before he was very cheerful': he
asked to see some of his friends, and had a meal of bread and
butter and coffee. Then he was seized with * a fit of coughing
and spitting.' At the time Desnoyer, the music master in his
little family, was playing the fiddle for his entertainment. fi Fritz *
interrupted him with die cry—£Je sens la mort'; and before

